CAPTAIN   BASIL   HALL

or travelling in those countries by land, I not only
never met anything that came amiss, but hardly ever
met anything which did not sfo much exceed in interest
what I had looked for, that the grand perplexity became,
how to record what was felt, or in any adequate terms
to describe even the simplest fads, which struck the
eye a,t every turn in that "wide realm of wild reality."

Of all places in the noble range of countries so
happily called the Eastern world, from the pitch of the
Cape to the islands of Japan, from Bengal to Batavia,
nearly every hole and corner of which I nave visited in
the course of my peregrinations, there are few which
can compare with Bombay. If, indeed, I were con-
sulted by anyone who wished as expeditiously and
economically as possible to see all that was essentially
characteristic of the Oriental world, I would say, with-
out hesitation: "Take a run to Bombay; remain there
a week or two; and, having also visited the scenes in
the immediate neighbourhood, Elephanta,1 Carli,2 and
Poonah, you will have examined good specimens of
most things that are curious or interesting in the
East."

For this remarkable distinction, quite peculiar, as
far as I know, to that one spot on the earth's surface,
this presidency is indebted to a variety of interesting
circumstances. Bombay, as perhaps many people may
never have heard before, is an island, and by no means a
large one, being only between six and seven miles long
by one or two broad. It is not, however, by geographi-

1 Elephanta.   Vide supra,   p-55, note.

8 [The famous viMra, or cave-temple, of Karla, hewn out of
the living rock, ftands not far from the Poona-Bombay road, about
thirty miles from the former place. It is of Buddhift origin, and
probably dates from about the isl: century, B.C. Poona, the old
Maratha capital of the Deccan, was taken by us after the Battle of
Kirkee in 1817. It is now the summer residence of the Bombay
Government: it sTands on the Ghauts, about 1,850 feet above the sea
and about 120 miles from Bombay.]
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